1. Why do you think the protagonist is referred to as “the man” as opposed to being given a name?

2. What is the weather like at day break when the story begins?  What do you think this foreshadows for the rest of the story?

3. London writes, “He was quick and alert in the things of life, but only in the things, and not in the significances” (498).  What does this tell us about the man?  What is his character like?

4. How are the man and the dog similar?  How are they different?

5. Why doesn’t the man worry more about the cold?  What is alarming/absurd about his reaction to the frostbite?

6. Why do you think London continues to emphasize the coldness, and how the man had never felt such cold before?

7. Why does London point out that the dog acts from instinct?

8. While eating, what startles the man?  Why is this important?

9. When he falls in the river, the man curses his bad luck.  Do you agree with where he places his blame?  Why or why not?

10. What happens to the man’s fire and why?

11. What difficulty occurs when the man finally lights all of his matches at once?

12. When the man contemplates “using” his dog for survival, how does London emphasize the qualities of naturalism?

13. What is the flaw in the man’s plan when he begins to run to camp?

14. Why does the man start to berate the dog?

15. How does the dog know to leave and head to the camp?
16. Why do you think the protagonist is referred to as “the man” as opposed to being given a name?

17. What is the weather like at day break when the story begins?  What do you think this foreshadows for the rest of the story?

18. London writes, “He was quick and alert in the things of life, but only in the things, and not in the significances” (498).  What does this tell us about the man?  What is his character like?

19. How are the man and the dog similar?  How are they different?

20. Why doesn’t the man worry more about the cold?  What is alarming/absurd about his reaction to the frostbite?

21. Why do you think London continues to emphasize the coldness, and how the man had never felt such cold before?

22. Why does London point out that the dog acts from instinct?

23. While eating, what startles the man?  Why is this important?

24. When he falls in the river, the man curses his bad luck.  Do you agree with where he places his blame?  Why or why not?

25. What happens to the man’s fire and why?

26. What difficulty occurs when the man finally lights all of his matches at once?

27. When the man contemplates “using” his dog for survival, how does London emphasize the qualities of naturalism?

28. What is the flaw in the man’s plan when he begins to run to camp?

29. Why does the man start to berate the dog?

30. How does the dog know to leave and head to the camp?

