A RAISIN IN THE SUN, by Lorraine Hansberry






ACT ONE STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Why does the author go to such lengths to describe the furnishings of the Younger family’s apartment?  What do these furnishings and the state they are in say about the family’s lives?

2. What does the absence of light in the Youngers’ apartment signify?  Why does Ruth so desperately hope for light in the new house?

3. What is Walter trying to say when he refers to African Americans as “the world’s most backward race of people”?  Does he seriously believe this?  Why or why not?

4. What can you deduce about the character of Walter and Beneatha’s father, not only from the way his family talks about him but from the character of the family itself?  What does his memory signify to each of the family members?

5. What are we told about Mama before she appears?  

6. When she makes her entrance, what does Mama do, and what do her actions reveal about her character?

7. How does the strength of Mama’s religious beliefs play a role in her decision about the money?  How does the playwright show how strong her beliefs are?

8. What sort of hairstyles were normally worn by African American women in the 1950s?  Why does Asagai refer to such styles as mutilation?

9. What kind of statement is Beneatha making to the outside world by cutting her hair?

10. Who has Ruth actually gone to see instead of the doctor?  Why does she consider taking this route?  How does Mama feel about it?  Walter?

11. Asagai tells Beneatha that “between a man and a woman there need be only one kind of feeling.”  Can you explain what he means and why, for Beneatha, this feeling alone is not enough?

12. Mama tells Walter that something is eating him up, something that has to do with more than just money.  What do you think this is?

13. What African name has Asagai given Beneatha, and what does it mean?  Why is Beneatha satisfied when Asagai translates it for her?

14. Asagai presents a different perspective on the life of the Younger household.  What does he represent?  How is he different from George Murchison, Beneatha’s other admirer?

15. So far, how does the play connect with Langston Hughes’s poem “Harlem” on p. 828? 
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ACT TWO
1.
In Act Two, Scene One, what emotion is Walter expressing when he shouts “Ethiopia stretch forth her hands again!” and “The lion is waking”?  How do these ideas relate to his situation?

2.
How does George snub Walter, and how does Walter respond?

3.
What does Beneatha mean when she says that “there are two things we, as a people, have got to overcome, one is the Ku Klux Klan - and the other is Mrs. Johnson”?
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ACT THREE STUDY QUESTIONS

1.
Why does Beneatha’s belief in the importance of doctors and medicine change after Walter loses the family’s money?

2.
a.  Why is Asagai able to identify himself so intensely with the future of his country, however it may go?


b.  Why is Beneatha, at least temporarily, unable to do so?

3.
After he has been robbed, Walter says that life is divided “between the takers and the ‘tooken’”.  How do the final events of the play prove him wrong or right?

4.
What does it mean to Walter to be a “Man”?

5.
Explain how the play’s title and the poem by Langston Hughes support the play’s theme.  Which characters in the play have had their dreams “deferred”?  Which characters have dreams that come true?  What are they?

6.
During the course of the play, we learn that Mama believes there are several absolutely essential things in life.  What would you say Mama’s values are?

7.
The scene with Mr. Lindner is the climax of the play.  What happens during this scene that ends the audience’s doubts about the Younger family’s decision?

8.
How does Travis’s presence during Mr. Lindner’s visit influence Walter’s decision?

9.
What does Mama mean when she says that Walter “finally come into his manhood today”?  Explain what this means to her.

10.
In answer to someone who thought the play’s ending was a happy one, Lorraine Hansberry retorted:  “I invite him to come live in one of the communities where the Youngers are going!”  I what ways does the ending at least promise hope or greater strength for the Youngers as a family?

