STEPHEN CRANE

· Died of tuberculosis at 28, the result of a bohemian lifestyle, overwork, malaria, tuberculosis
· Lived violently – in constant rebellion against his father and in constant quest for experiences to write about

· 14th child of a Methodist minister

· wrote more than 100 works from 1892 to 1899

· passion and detachment about human nature

· Maggie first published privately by Crane at his own expense under the pseudonym “Johnston Smith”

· Terse style

· Unflinching portrayal of the sordid or taboo

· Realistic language

· Liked to create effects like a painter (impressionism)– using strong colors to frame and emphasize his material

· Literary technique in which the author presents characters, scenes, and actions as they appear to an individual temperament at a precise moment and from a particular vantage point, rather than as they are presumed to be in actuality

· The emphasis is on capturing the impression that the character, event, thing, or action makes in the mind of a subjective observer.  Thus, instead of receiving information from an objective, omnipresent narrator we receive information from a subjective focalizer with a fixed point of reference.

· The way of life is entirely mean, sordid, and hypocritical

· The sense of desperateness in human affairs – the extreme in human fate and behavior

· Crane’s characters are manipulated by forces of nature and society that are beyond their control or understanding

· Leitmotif:  humanity’s quest to find meaning in a universe that is hostile and meaningless

· Religion, hypocrisy, role of women in society, human cruelty-intolerance-indifference

· Irony?  Mock-chivalric satire on the courtly lover; mock-sentimental satire of the happy family; mock-genteel satire of the angelic child

· Opposed to long novels that “go on like Texas” – favors subtlety, brevity, directness

POETRY

· Poems of private doom

· Poems of ultimate confrontation

FICTION

Maggie:  A Girl of the Streets (1893)
· Powerful, severe, harshly comic (?)

· Crazy humor extracted at the expense of the marginal, bawdy, and extreme

· The violence and behavior of those in the Johnson household becomes so extreme that it must be laughed at 

The Red Badge of Courage (1895)

“The Open Boat” (1897)

“The Blue Hotel” (1897)
NATURALISM

· Society conditions people to behave as they do

