
1750-1800 



1.   Reason over religion 
 --People believed that reason was a God-
given gift and that we should try to 
understand and find order in the universe. 

2.   Progress 
 --new inventions, education, government 

3.   People are basically good 
 --This is different from the Puritan view 
that people are basically sinners by nature 



 
}  -reason and man’s ability to use it logically 
}  -there is an order to the natural world, the 

universe is like a watch (unchanging  
}  and mechanistic)  Static Mechanism 
}  -stability found in the natural world through 

order 
}  -perfection, permanence, reason, order 



1.   Patriotism grows 
 

2.   Instills pride  
 

3.   Creates common agreement about issues 
 

4.   Shows differences between Americans and 
Europeans 



}  Poetry 
} Autobiographies 
} Historical 
documents 

}  Political Pamphlets 
With a Highly Ornate 

Style 
 



Phillis Wheatley 



 
 
 



 






