_ionalism and Naturalism:
rical Context

" The post—C'V“ War period saw the nation reunited and
4. Writers responded by attempting to preserve in their

fC distinct character of America’s regions and to come to

th:,ome of its harsh new realities.

struction’s Failures and Successes

il War left the South in ruins. Its primary labo

abolished. Freed African Americans lacked );none}rr,sgif)epr:;t? a:c?z;a}tl'ad

! ity. Farms, factories, and plantations had been dest;o ed a;odn,
< were unusable. The federal government had to come up vzrith,a lan
< these problems and to readmit the Southern states to the union :
plan was Reconstruction. .
nstruction did not go smoothly. The president and Congress clashed
ow to best carry it out. Southern states resisted many of the protections
o newly freed blacks, while blacks felt that too little was being
ensure their civil rights and economic independence. However,

\ction did succeed in a few significant ways. African Americans
tizenship and equal protection under the law as well as the right

and all of the Confederate states returned to the Union.

ough Americans were glad to move past the divisiveness of the war
hey regrctted losing their regional identities and were unsettled by the
anges taking place in the country. These circumstances influenced
the time to begin trying to capture the customs, character, and

of the nation’s distinct regions—a type of writing that would

- called regionalism.

'ransformed

les following the Civil War, the country as a whole changed
1869, the first transcontinental railroad was completed. It

t of huge importance. The railroad brought a flood of new
_so many, in fact, that in 1890 the government announced the

frontier. This westward expansion was yet another influence on
time. It created an appreciation for Americd’s diversity, which

local color writers such as Mark Twain and Bret Harte.

also cxpanded industry. By 1885, four transcontinental lines
ted, creating manufacturing hubs in Pittsburgh, Cleveland,

cago. In turn, cities grew exponentially as more and more
g for work. In 1850, Chicago was 2 small- town of
e population was more than 2 million. Yet although

industrial modernization ensured the nations
auch of its wealth lay in the hands of only a few.
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STANDARDS

READING STANDARD

ELAALRL3.1.b Relates a literary work
to the characteristics of the literary
time period that it represents

P TAKING NOTES
Outlining As you read this
introduction, use an outline
to record the main ideas
about the characteristics
and literature of the period.
You can use headings,

boldfaced terms,and the
information in these boxes
as starting points. (See
page R49g in the Research
Handbook for more help
with outlining.)

). Historical Context
A. Reconstruction
I. Failures
2. Successes
3, Effect on writers
B. Transformed Nation
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Cultural Influences

I7ZAZY) Industry’s success created a better life for many
Americans. For a few, it brought great wealth, but others suffered

poverty and hardship. Both regional and naturalist writers were
influenced by these developments.

The Gilded Age

As the 1800s drew to an end, a very small group of men controlled the vast

1 Muscum of Art.

A Voice from the Timeg

majority of mdust'ry, including the C?norm.ously profitable steel, railroa 7 A
oil, and meatpacking sectors. Captains of industry such as John D. . winil e
{ - : ~ 1oney is to hay
Rockefeller, the oil tycoon, and Cornelius Vanderbilt, the railroad ) | 0 have g
great deal of it.

magnate, enjoyed showing off the vast fortunes they had made. They built
palatial mansions, draped their wives and daughters in diamonds, and
threw extravagant parties (at one, guests were handed silver shovels and
invited to dig in a sandbox filled with jewels)—in short, they did
everything but actually coat themselves in gold. When writers Mark
Twain and Charles Dudley Warner dubbed this period “the Gilded Age,”
they did not exaggerate. [t was a time of sparkle and glitter, luxury and excess.
Many ordinary people had more money too and all sorts of new things to
spen.d it on. They could take the train to an amusement park and ride the
Ferris wheel, then snack on soda and a candy bar. City dwellers could shop in
the new department stores, while country folks pored over the mail-order
catalog from Sears, Roebuck (known as “the wish book,” it offered hi
from skin lotion to bicycles, and even an entire h : i eVC‘f e
, ouse—assembly required).

_"Edlth Wharton
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cclephones now; thanks to Alexander Graham Bell. In 1908
e rd prought out the first Model T, a “horseless carriage” cheap
e " s own factory workers to buy. Thomas Edison alone patented

B 1,000 inventions, from the phonograph to the electric light bulb.

Have-NOtS

ﬂ" ately, the Gilded Age was not so shiny for many other
Uﬂfo{mns_ The settling of the West forced Native Americans off

can . :
hnd and onto reservations. Although Native Americans

was hard for freed African Americans as well. The failures
__ruction in the South left many poor and powerless,

by segregationist Jim Crow laws and forced to work
croppers under conditions much like slavery.
swho found themselves facing hard times during this period
v immigrants who had come to America in search of freedom and
 Russian, Italian, Scandinavian, German, Dutch, and Japanese
_all were seeking a better life. Some joined the settlers heading
s stayed in the cities, where they lived in crowded tenements and
k in factories. Unfortunately, many of these new city-dwelling
_x,fgund themselves working 16-hour days in airless sweatshops

orkers in Hughestown, Pennsylvania (1911). Lewis Wickes Hine/© Corbis.

Scanned by CamScanner

A Voice from the Times
Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired; my

thelf hack—among them Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce and heart is sick and sad. From where the
dary Sioux warriors Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull-— sun now stands I will fight no more

no Stopping the tide. fbrevgr_

—Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce,
from his 1877 surrender speech
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People knew that they were missing out on
others were enjoying, and it made them angry-
form labor uniens; many farmers, white and bl
Populist Party, hoping to make the governmen :
to workers' needs. However, the opposition s Doy

ese early efforts often ended in bitter defea e
: cemed helpless; at the mercy

. Life became a
harsh, uncaring

the prosperi
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t more responsive
and power,

and th
More and more, the individual s
forces beyond his or her understanding or contro
' e world appeared to be a
d their voice in a literary movement

; : A
uralism. Narturalist writers, such as Stephen Crane,
ial and natural forces on the

characters victimized

constant struggle, and th
place. These feelings foun

called nat
were concerned with the impact of soc

individual. These writers tended to portray
by brutal forces and unable to control their lives.

Ideas of the Age
(GAEED) During this period, some A

“survival of the fittest,” while others wor

mericans believed in
ked for social justice.

Laissez Faire vs. Progressivism

Many of the naturalists’ ideas corresponded to new scientific,
ing at the time. Various s '
ging Industrialist John D. Rockefeller is portrayeg

asa wealthy king, with the oil and railroy
industries as the “jewels” in his crown

political, and economic theories emer
thinkers of the day felt that Charles Darwin’s theory of natural

selection could be applied to human society. An English
philosopher named Herbert Spencer called this idea survival
of the fittest, claiming that those who rose to the top of society
were “fit,” while those who suffered at the bottom were best left
to die out. Social Darwinists used these ideas to justify the huge gap :
between rich and poor and to push a governmental policy of laissez B racrcsinioss
faire (French for “allow to do”), meaning that business should not need Of pity. We live in a stony
be regulated, because the law of nature would ensure success for the '
“fittest” and inevitable failure for everyone else.
This self-serving philosophy infuriated many Americans. A
prograsi?«-: movement emerged, which aimed to restore economic Sl
opportunities and correct injustices in American life. The progressi
did not see inequality as the way of the world. They bel; .
M : . They believed that
: ge was possible and necessary and that it was the iob of
the government to make laws to protect people, jobo

A Voice from the Times

universe whose hard, brilliant

forces rage fiercely.
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The country’s rapid growth and change
= literary movements and voices, includ
1icm. and women’s writing.

Literatyre

: Was reflecteg
ing rE’g'Onali'sm,

alism and Local Color vyt ,

end of the Civil War, the country’s rapid eXpansion
ustry all led to t.he blth of local coloy writing, a form of regionalism
of the speed with which the nation was Changing regional wriLers |

to record for the future the unique character of their areas

minent among the early local coloris;s |

g

» and the growih

country for themselves, reading all about it was the pex best thing.

ns were endlessly fascinated by tales of life in the mining camps, Zn
e ranches, and in the frontier towns, The new regionalist literature
this curiosity with its honest portrayals of the people and their way
different areas of the country, especially the West, Writers carefully
| how ordinary people spoke, dressed, acted, thought, and looked,

: knobby, roughened hands of a Nebraska farm woman to the dust-
oots of a California gambler.

ROWTH OF REALISM Regionalism, with its emphasis on everyday

ther, shared the realist goal of showing ordinary lives as they
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-and accuracy, grew out of realism. Many regionalist writers, such
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5 sy mal-{e S IIVCI;Z-OOH‘; and sheriffs, had the sky, and everywhey, tl;eu "Mt g
of the Wild West, ‘Wlth its gun::i?fgsrznd S ofiten like B gand e z
picturesque s

Authorship is not 4 trad,.
Sl

inspiration; ””[/—"’7'5/71'[) dhy San

an office, its /m/n'mrim, 3
3

Ving,
Sun is sbim’;zrf

its origins in the 4 %
1 creatures of God are & ndy

Bret Harte. ree.

£ While chis kind of regional

LITERATUR : -
NATIVE AMERICAN For generations, Native

literature thrived, another was under siege.
American tribes had passed down from .orle gen e
next folk tles, legends, and other addl hter?ture’_ a4 gNow the tribes found
memories of traditional storytellers and Fhelr audiences. heir,elders SR
themselves scattered. Children were forcibly taken from t : their language
away to “Indian schools,” where teachers demanded they forget &

i i ' I s were
and heritage and assimilate into American society. Entire culture

ive Americans and
rapidly disappearing. However, through the efforts of Native Amer

i i i e of the
sympathetic outsiders who helped them write their stories %an’ som
e : o A
literature was saved, thus giving another view of life in the Wes

cation in 1884 of Mark Twain’s
local color writing

eration to the

AN “AMERICAN” NOVEL With the publi

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, regionalism and ) :
reached a zenith. Huckleberry Finn was the first novel written entirely

in “American’—that is, it was told in the colorful, colloquial, and often
ungrammatical voice of its young narrator, Huck. Twain was known for
using his gift of humor to make a serious point, and in this novel he used
biting satire to tackle the issue of racism in America. Despite Twain's
immense popularity with readers worldwide, critics of the time dismissed
Huckleberry Finn, calling it vulgar and immoral, and libraries banned the
book from their shelves as “the veriest trash.” Today, many consider it not
only Twain’s finest work but possibly the best book ever written by an
American author. The novel had a huge influence on later writers, among
them Ernest Hemingway, who said, “All modern American literature comes
from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn. There was nothing
before. There has been nothing as good since.”

The Rise of Naturalism

As the 19th century came to a close, several factors led to the rise of a literary

movement called naturalism. The final decades of the century were a time

of rapid change and sharp contrasts—a time when “captains of industry” 3
amassed vast fortunes by exploiting the cheap labor of immigrants and other A ¥

s Al
A?nrke:rs who flooded the cities in search of work. By 1916, the majority of
erican workers were industrial laborers in factories.
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NG REFLECTS REALITY The work of naturalist writers, such
re Dreisern reflected this harsh new reality. In the first

A Voice from the Ti

G \ - : :
his novel The Financier, for example, a boy named Frank A man said to the uni

¢ the window of a fish shop at a lobster and a squid “Sir. [ exist!”

. been placed together in a tank. Day after day, the two “However,” replied the

pattle it out, the sharp-clawed lobster attacking, the
ting for 1ts life. At last, the lobster devours the squid.

e way of the world, Frank thinks—one creature lives off
When Frank grows up and becomes a banker, he applies
o the ruthless world of business.

people do the things they do? Are humans capable

or do they act on instinct, like other animals? Is life

¢? Looking to the theories of Darwin and other scientists,
uch as Dreiser, Frank Norris, Jack London, and Stephen
human beings as helpless creatures moved by forces beyond
standing or control.

¢this grim attitude, many naturalist writers were quite popular.
rank Norris, gave a voice to ordinary people and portrayed the
luential in an unflattering light, as in his famous 1901 novel
which attacked the railroad interests in his home state of

k London, on the other hand, captured readers with his tales
orld entirely outside their everyday experience. Riveted by the

| thrilling action of novels such as White Fang and The Call
s were willing to accept less-than-happy endings.

“The fact has not crea

A sense ()f()/)lz;grztion. ;
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A New Role for Women

Women writing in this period in the United States tfended to bebreailllslt; e,
Some were regionalists and others embraced natu‘r‘ahst themes, fut i
breaking barriers as women’s roles slowly shifted. “The power of a s i

in her refinement, gentleness, and elegance; it 1s she Wh‘? me,l,kes etl%ue ’
and it is she who preserves the order and decency of society.” So said a

popular book of etiquette in 1880, voicing a widely held notion about
women’s place in society.

At the same time, however, the movement to give women the right to
vote was reemerging after a period of inactivity in the years immediately
following the Civil War, when male reformers argued that black and white
women should wait until black men gained their rights. Women were

growing impatient, not just for the vote, but to have a larger voice in
every aspect of public life, from politics to literature.
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6 New York Journal
oying Woman’s Beauty?
t English Physician Against
How Intellectual Work Destroys
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1880 John D. Rockefeller’s Standard
Oil Company of Ohio controls
U.S. refining; George Eastman
patents his rolled camera film.

}  The first metal-framed
skyscraper, ten stories high, is
built in Chicago.

6 The Statue of Liberty, a gift

- from France to the United
- States, is dedicated in New York
- Harbor. B
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CONNECTIONS

e inventors at work in Europe ;
were SO . = Pe and the Upjgeq States?
Amencan women fare in gammg

i

Perkins Gilman describes the eémotional 900
al decline of a young wife ang
he Yellow Wallpaper.” 1901

eyl i 8

Theodore Dreiser publishes Sister Carrie.

Booker . Washington publishes Up From Slavery:
e publishes Maggie: A Girl of the An Autobiography.

rence Dunbar publishes his first 1903 Jack London publishes The Call of

Oak and Ivy, while working as the Wild; W.E. B. Du Bois publishes
rator. The Souls of Black Folk.
lishes her novel The Awakening. 1905 Edith Wharton publishes

The House of Mirth.

1906 Upton Sinclair's The Jungle ®»
exposes dangerous conditions
in meatpacking factories.

William McKinley is assassinated; Theodore
Roosevelt becomes president of the United States.

d becomes entry point 1901
rants.

Ids “separate but equal”

ws, widely used to

African Americans; the

ns in Alaska and Canada.

‘War results in United States
m, Puerto Rico, and the
es Hawaii.

1903 Near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Orville and Wilbur
Wright make first flight in engine-powered airplane.

1906 Earthquake and fire destroy much of San Francisco.

1908 Ford Motor Company brings out the first Model T
automobile.
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