Using Quotations in Timed Writings
AP English 3

The ability to use textual examples is an essential skill for timed essays.  You should think of the writer’s words as a springboard to launch your own analysis.  
Rules to follow when using quotations.
· The maximum you will want to quote is one sentence.   

· Quote phrases that are essential because of the author’s unique expression. 

· Once you use a quotation from the text, it is your job to explain significance.  The more important the quotation is to your argument, the more commentary you should offer.
· Attribute the source of the quotation by referring to line number(s). 

· Your words should open and close all support paragraphs. 

Now, let’s take a look at a passage to see the many possibilities for integrating quotations into the flow of your analysis.
SOURCE PASSAGE (From Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood): 

Holcomb, too, can be seen from great distances. Not that there is much to see- simply an aimless congregation of buildings divided in the center by the main-line tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad, a haphazard hamlet bounded on the south by a brown stretch of the Arkansas (pronounced "Ar-kan-sas") River, on the north by a highway, Route 50, and on the east and west by prairie lands and wheat fields. After rain, or when snowfalls thaw, the streets, unnamed, unshaded, unpaved, turn from the thickest dust into the direst mud. At one end of the town stands a stark old stucco structure, the roof of which supports an electric sign-Dance-but the dancing has ceased and the advertisement has been dark for several years. Nearby is another building with an irrelevant sign, this one in flaking gold on a dirty window-HOLCOMB BANK. The bank closed in 1933, and it is one of the town's two "apartment houses," the second being a ramshackle mansion known, because a good part of the local school's faculty lives there, as the Teacherage. But the majority of Holcomb's homes are one-story frame affairs, with front porches.

Introduction of a quotation using a colon (formal) 

In In Cold Blood, Capote writes: "After rain, or when snowfalls thaw, the streets, unnamed, unshaded, unpaved, turn from the thickest dust into the direst mud” (6-8).
Introduction of a quotation using a comma (less formal) 

In In Cold Blood, Capote writes, "After rain, or when snowfalls thaw, the streets, unnamed, unshaded, unpaved, turn from the thickest dust into the direst mud” (6-8).
Beginning your sentence with the quotation, ending with your words 

“After rain, or when snowfalls thaw, the streets, unnamed, unshaded, unpaved, turn from the thickest dust into the direst mud” (6-8), writes Capote in In Cold Blood. 

Including your words in the middle of a quotation 

“After rain, or when snowfalls thaw,” writes Capote, “the streets, unnamed, unshaded, unpaved, turn from the thickest dust into the direst mud” (6-8).
Using ellipsis points to show that you’ve left something out of the middle of a quotation
Capote describes Holcomb as a, "haphazard hamlet bounded on the south by a brown stretch of the Arkansas…on the north by a highway… and on the east and west by prairie lands and wheat fields” (3-6).
Setting off a longer explanatory quotation (a quotation used as an example) with dashes 

Any glimpse of a prosperous past in Holcomb—“the roof of which supports an electric sign-Dance” (8-9)—is quickly negated by the abundance of negative imagery and concrete detail directly after it. 

Using a dash to emphasize the importance or power of the source material 

Capote shows Holcomb as a broken-down town—“a haphazard hamlet” (3).
Quoting different  parts of a passage 

Holcomb is a "haphazard hamlet" (3) with “stark old stucco structures” (8) and a “ramshackle mansion” (13) that litter the streets. 

Explaining the meaning and importance of quoted material for your reader:
After you have incorporated the quotation into your material, it is your job to squeeze the quotation dry for any analytical juice it may contain.

Capote describes Holcomb as a "haphazard hamlet bounded on the south by a brown stretch of the Arkansas…on the north by a highway… and on the east and west by prairie lands and wheat fields” (3-6).  Capote’s description circumscribes the town with water, roads, fields, and prairies to emphasize the isolation of the inhabitants, perhaps going so far as to give the town a prison-like aura.

