AP English 3 -- Final Research Paper
AP Language and Composition / English 3 -- Final Research Paper
Rationale
Two milestones loom ahead:  your first AP English exam and your entry into adulthood.  Both require that you become an informed citizen, one who can discuss with relative ease the issues that face the world today.  This assignment is designed to allow you to research an issue that you feel is significant.  While researching the various aspects of your topic, you should be working toward drawing some conclusions about the impact that your issue will have on the world in which we live -- be it locally, nationally, or globally.

Writing Situation
Contemporary life is marked by controversy.  Choose a controversial local, national, or global issue with which you are familiar.  Then, using appropriate evidence, write an essay that carefully considers the opposing positions on this controversy, takes a position on the issue, and proposes a solution or compromise.

Activities
Deconstruct the writing situation.  Do you understand what you are being asked to do as a writer?
Choose an issue and write a short paragraph explaining a) why this topic is of interest to you and b) why this topic is worthy of further study.  THIS PARAGRAPH IS DUE ON Thursday, March 30.
Gather articles that explore your issue from several perspectives.  
(a) Collect at least 5 articles or editorials and at least 1 visual source (cartoon, chart, graph) from reputable magazines (Time, Newsweek, US News and World Report) or newspapers (New York Times, Washington Post, Atlanta Journal-Constitution -- local/regional issues only).  
(b) You may access articles from other sources, but verify with me that the source is reputable.  
(c) You may use the internet to gather your information, but, again, you should only use articles posted on reputable sites.  
(d) YOU MAY NOT USE WIKIPEDIA for this assignment.  
(e) Another option to consider would be to watch a news program on television or to listen to one on the radio (particularly NPR -- 90.1 locally).  If you choose that option, then you should a) record it so that you can view it or listen to it repeatedly and b) take accurate, copious notes. 
(f) ITunes users might also take a look through the many free podcasts that are available for download.
(g) Your evidence must be current.  Articles and etc. must be published within 6 months of the current day.
4. Complete a note-taking sheet for each topic.  Attach the note-taking sheet to your copy of the article (or your personal notes from a television program, radio program, or podcast).  NOTES ARE DUE ON Wednesday, 
April 12.
5. Decide on the thesis -- the central argument -- for your paper and prepare an outline.  OUTLINES ARE DUE ON Wednesday, APRIL 19 by the end of class.
6. Write your final paper utilizing proper MLA form.  Your final paper should be 1000-1500 words in length.  (Use Tools to find the word count of your paper.)  FINAL DRAFTS ARE DUE ON Tuesday, April 25.  You must upload your final draft to TurnItIn.com BEFORE 7:45 am on Tuesday, April 25.  Late papers WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Timeline

Monday, 27 March	Assignment Overview.  Begin brainstorming for topics. (Classroom)

Thursday, 30 March	Topic Declaration Paragraph Due. (Classroom)

Wednesday, 12 April	All sources found and analyzed.  Submit note-taking sheets to me for review. (ML)

Wednesday, 19 April	Outline or Essay Plan due.  Submit to me for comments/approval.  (Media Center Lab)

Tuesday, 25 April		Final Paper DUE to TurnItIn.com BEFORE 7:45 am.  Late papers WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Current Topics to Consider

Gun Laws / Gun Control Legislation				Food Contamination Crisis					
Care of Pets 

War on Terror						School Violence

Drug Addiction						Religion/Bible in School

Steroids in Sports						Fine Arts in Education

Environment						Racial Profiling

Common Core in Education				Racism

Education Reform / No Child Left Behind			Hollywood Role Models

Video Games						Entertainment/Art

Kids and Television					Voting Fraud

Poverty							Veterans Benefits

Anorexia, Bulimia, Eating Disorders				Immigration

Other Health Issues					Rights of the Disabled

Prison Conditions						Corporate Sponsorship

Capital Punishment					Healthcare

Euthanasia						Fair Tax Plan

Freedom of Speech 					Hunger

Crystal Meth Epidemic 					Homelessness

Lottery and Education / HOPE Scholarships			Bailouts of Large Companies

Social Media (Effects)					Fiscal Cliff

Social Security						Affordable Healthcare Act (Obamacare)

Alternative Fuels						Public vs. Private Schools (Charter Schools)

Approach to Dealing with ISIS				Iranian Nuclear Deal


*If there is a topic that interests you that cannot be found on this list, speak with me about your ideas and we will consider breaking away from those listed above.*

