Let’s take a look at what some critics are saying, even still to this day, about the nature of Capote’s representation of the events that took place in Kansas more than 70 years ago (use the links below).  Notice that these critics are not trying to refute the fact that Capote’s has created a masterpiece, but they are trying to help us bridge the gap between the nature of fiction and non-fiction.  After reading these pieces, respond to these questions in a profound and provocative way…

Does the fact that Capote may have fabricated some aspects of the events prove that he had an agenda with this book?  Does the “fiction” of this book outweigh the purpose of reporting on the event in Holcomb?  Has the idea that Capote perhaps sensationalized some of the events created a sort of fictional reality that desensitizes us to the brutal nature of the events that occurred?

http://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2014/dec/05/truman-capote-failings-new-journalism-in-cold-blood

http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/capotes-co-conspirators

http://blogs.reuters.com/jackshafer/2012/03/14/dismantling-the-capote-myth/

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323951904578290341604113984
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