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GENERAL OUTLINE

A.  Introduction (1-2 paragraphs)
· at least one paragraph; may be more depending on how much information you need to communicate to the reader
· establishes the issue and makes a case for why this issue is significant
· uses facts to verify the importance of the issue
· makes a clear statement of purpose/intent
B.  Body Paragraphs -- Arguments that support your purpose/intent (3 paragraphs)
· at least three paragraphs -- one for each point that you are supporting
· each paragraphs makes a point that supports your point of view
· uses facts/evidence to support your point of view
C.  Body Paragraphs -- Concessions, counter-arguments, rebuttals (2 paragraphs)
· at least two paragraphs -- one for the opponents’ views and the other for your responses to those views
· one paragraph should present the opposing side (and make concessions to that side if necessary)
· one paragraph should counter or challenge the opponents’ point of view
D.  Conclusion (1 paragraph)
· reviews the issue 
· ends with a clearly presented statement of your point of view or offers a compromise that might bring the two sides together
Prevention of Cervical Cancer – HPV Vaccination

I. INTRODUCTION

a. HPV causes cervical cancer

i. Cervical cancer killed nearly 4,000 women a year in the US

b. Cervical cancer vaccine approved in 1996

i. Vaccine prevents HPV and protects against future infections

c. HPV-prevention shot will save lives in the target age group (9-26)

II. ARGUMENT #1

a. Women should take all necessary actions to prevent any kind of virus or cancer

b. Lawmakers in Texas want to produce a brochure providing women with important facts

c. Shot protects against 70 different types of HPV

d. Far more intelligent to pay $360 for three shots than to face a potentially fatal disease

III. ARGUMENT #2

a. The shot should be required for all girls entering middle school

b. The earlier the shot is given, the more effective it will be
c. The shot does not harm to anyone; therefore, it is better to be safe than sorry

IV. ARGUMENT #3

a. In 2006, 9,000 women were diagnosed with HPV and 3,700 eventually died

b. Advances in medical technology allow us to save almost 4,000 lives a year

c. If vaccinations were mandated, cervical cancer caused by HPV could be virtually eradicated

V. COUNTERARGUMENTS

a. This isn’t polio or measles than can be easily contracted through casual contact

b. Vaccines carry risks

c. Vaccines are ridiculously priced ($360 for three shots)

d. Vaccines have side effects

e. Cervical cancer is not necessarily deadly

f. 9 year-olds are too young to be receiving these shots

VI. RESPONSE TO COUNTERARGUMENTS

a. Risk of cervical cancer increases without the shots

b. Money should not be a factor in saving one’s life

c. There are only minor side effects; no serious side effects have been noted

d. Doctors are requiring patients to remain in the office for a period of time after the shots in case side effects develop

e. Cervical cancer could be virtually eliminated

VII. CONCLUSION

a. To ensure greater public health, all girls should receive the vaccine

b. Taking action to prevent HPV is the most responsible thing a woman could do

Prevention of Cervical Cancer -- HPV Vaccination

INTRODUCTION

A. “Studies show virtually all cases of cervical cancer are caused by a virus known as human papillomavirus, or HPV” (Feig).
B. This issue came about in 2006 when the “U.S. Food and Drug Adminstration approved the first vaccine for cervical cancer” (Feig).
1. Cervical cancer has killed nearly 4,000 women just in the United States alone in one year (Feig).
2. Opponents of the issue argue that “the order [to require the vaccine to schoolgirls] intrudes into family’s lives and contradicts Texas’s abstinence-only sex education policies” (Associated Press).
3. Also, with requiring the shot, opponents feel that it is promoting “intimate contact” in classrooms.
4. Supporters say that the shot protects young women from getting HPV and it will protect against future infections.
C. The young female population is at high risk from diseases, viruses, and cancers while doctors are rigorously attempting to resolve these growing dilemmas.  With the recent introduction of the HPV prevention shot, it is important and necessary for women ages 9-26 to take complete advantage of this life-saving opportunity.
BODY PARAGRAPHS:  Arguments that support your thesis

Argument #1

Women ages 9-26 need to take all necessary actions in preventing any kind of virus or cancer by protecting themselves with the set of HPV shots offered to the public.

1. “The vaccine protects against strains of the human papillomavirus, or HPV, which causes cervical cancer” (The Associated Press).
2. Lawmakers and legislators wanted to produce a brochure stating facts and important information for women to know about the vaccine.
3. There are 70 different types of the HPV virus and the shot protects against the major four causes.
4. It is far more intelligent to pay the $360 for the set of three shots and have a better chance of preventing the HPV cervical cancer rather than to ignore all preventions and take a risk that could one day be life-threatening.
Argument #2

Agreeing with many supporters on the topic, the shot should be required for all school girls entering middle school in order to lessen any possible risks of HPV.

1. Girls “ages 11 to 12 and downward to as young as 9 and up to 26, should get the vaccine (Allen).
2. If the shot is given at an early age, it will become more effective as it will stay in the body and fight off any signs of the virus if it should ever come about.
3. Receiving the HPV prevention shot is doing no harm to anyone...it is much better to be safe than sorry.
Argument #3

9,000 women were affected in 2006 with HPV and 3,700 died because of it.  It’s time to do something about this tragedy and these unreasonably high numbers.

1. However advanced the research, technology, and doctors may be, it is still vital to the lives of women, especially in the United States, that they take precautions before devastation occurs and the numbers rise any higher than they currently are.
2. “There are more than 70 different types of HPV” (Feig) and with a vaccine that helps prevent four of the major causes, all women aged 9-26 should receive the shot.
BODY PARAGRAPHS:  Concessions, counter-arguments, and responses to them

Opposition

· “This isn’t polio or measles, diseases that are easily transmitted through casual contact.  Infection with this virus requires intimate contact, of that kind that doesn’t occur in classrooms (Rabin).
· Vaccines carry risks.
· The vaccines are ridiculously priced at $360 for three shots.
· The vaccines cause minor side effects:  “more than 500 cases of mostly minor side effects have been reported in girls and women who got the new cervical cancer vaccine, but government health officials say no additional warning labels are needed” (The Associated Press).
· Cervical cancer is not as risky as it previously used to be.  “Cervical cancer has gone from being one of the top killers of American women to not even being in the Top 10 list” (Rabin).
· It is not appropriate for girls of 9, 10, 11, or 12 years old to get the shots.
Response

· They are increasing their risk for developing cervical cancer if they do not get the shot.
· In protecting one’s life, money should not be the factor that breaks the ice and decides yes or no.
· It is still entirely helpful in the prevention of cervical cancer even if there are fewer cases of cervical cancer today.
· Although the vaccine is said to have caused minor side effects, no reports of serious dangers or illnesses have been reported.
· Doctors are taking extra precautions by keeping patients 15 minutes after the shot to ensure that no major side effects or problems occur.
CONCLUSION

With 2007 bringing about a new year, more girls and women are reaching the age requirement of 9-26 for the vaccine which should produce more visits to the doctor’s office for those who want to continue living a healthy life without concerns of the human papillomavirus.  Being informed about the virus is one thing, but taking action to prevent HPV is the most responsible thing a woman could do.


