1.  Which of the following sentences contains an infinitive? 
a. From happiness to despair, Theresa discovers, is a short distance.

b. “He will not see me stopping here / To watch his woods fill up with snow.”

c. Zora Neale Hurston did not wear shoes to school.

d. Theresa’s father went to the train station and met her.

2.  Which of the following sentences contains a gerund phrase?  
a. The rider is stopping by the woods on a snowy evening.

b. Hunting the buck every November was a tradition in the county.

c. Grandfather was sleeping in the attic the night the ghost got in.

d. The police did not quite know what to make of the blaspheming grandfather.

The questions below are based on the following selection.

This excerpt is from Richard Wright’s memoir of his early life, Black Boy: A Record of Childhood

and Youth.

The eighth grade days flowed in their hungry path and I grew more conscious of myself; I sat in classes, bored, wondering, dreaming. One long dry afternoon I took out my composition book and told myself that I would write a story: it was sheer idleness that led me to it.  What would the story be about? It resolved itself into a plot about a villain who wanted a widow’s home and I called it The Voodoo of Hell’s Half-Acre. It was crudely atmospheric, emotional, intuitively psychological, and stemmed from pure feeling. I finished it in three days and then wondered what to do with it.

The local Negro newspaper! That’s it . . . I sailed into the office and shoved my ragged composition under the nose of the man who called himself the editor.

“What is that?” he asked.

“A story,” I said.

“A news story?”

“No, fiction.”

“All right, I’ll read it,” he said.

He pushed my composition book back on his desk and looked at me curiously, sucking at

his pipe.

“But I want you to read it now,” I said.

He blinked. I had no idea how newspapers were run. I thought that one took a story to an editor and he sat down then and there and read it and said yes or no.

“I’ll read this and let you know about it tomorrow,” he said.

I was disappointed; I had taken time to write it and he seemed distant and uninterested.

“Give me the story,” I said, reaching up for it.

He turned from me, took up the book and read ten pages or more.

3.  Judging from this passage, Wright’s purpose in writing his autobiography is probably 
a. to gain the reader’s sympathy for his childhood experiences.

b. to make fun of people who take writing too seriously.

c. to reflect on his childhood self from an adult perspective.

d. to explain how he became famous.

4.  What is the probable meaning of Wright’s metaphor of the “hungry path” in which

the “eighth grade days flowed”?  

a. He was hungry all the time, like someone who had walked far.

b. The days passed as quickly as a hungry animal eats.

c. The times were dangerous, like a hungry animal.

d. He craved more from his days, like a person hungry for food.

5.  Which of the following choices best expresses Wright’s opinion of the story he wrote

in eighth grade?  

a. It was effective, because it was based on pure feeling.

b. It was sophisticated, since it was filled with emotion and psychological insight.

c. It was an enthusiastic effort, but lacked polish and a deep theme.

d. It was embarrassing, because it is not as good as his later work

6.  Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 
a. “I’m an old woman without an education”, said Phoenix Jackson.

b. “I’m an old woman without an education,” said Phoenix Jackson.

c. “I’m an old woman without an education, said Phoenix Jackson.

d. “I’m an old woman without an education, said Phoenix Jackson.”

This excerpt is taken from “Flight,” and is about a fateful twist in a young man’s life.

Mama Torres had three children, . . . Emilio and Rosy, whom Mama kept fishing on the

rocks below the farm when the sea was kind and when the truant officer was in some distant part of Monterey County. And there was Pepé, the tall smiling son of nineteen, a gentle affectionate boy, but very lazy. Pepé had a tall head, pointed at the top, and from its peak, coarse black hair grew down like a thatch all around. Over his smiling little eyes Mama cut a straight bang so he could see. Pepé had sharp Indian cheek bones and an eagle nose, but his mouth was as sweet and shapely as a girl’s mouth, and his chin was fragile and chiseled. He was loose and gangling, all legs and feet and wrists, and he was very lazy. Mama thought him fine and brave, but she never told him so. She said, “Some lazy cow must have got into thy father’s family, else how could I have a son like thee.” And she said, “When I carried thee, a sneaking lazy coyote came out of the brush and looked at me one day. That must have made thee so.”  Pepé smiled sheepishly and stabbed at the ground with his knife to keep the blade sharp and free from rust. It was his inheritance, that knife, his father’s knife.

7.  Steinbeck tells us that “The knife was with Pepé always, for it had been his father’s knife,” repeating the phrase “his father’s knife.” He does not explain how Pepé feels about his father, though. This sentence, and the repetition of the phrase,  

a. helps the reader predict what will happen next.

b. helps the reader understand Pepé’s father.

c. helps the reader feel the importance of the knife to Pepé.

d. helps the reader understand Pepé’s relationship with his father.

8.  The contrast between Pepé’s “eagle nose” and his “fragile and chiseled” chin draws attention to the fact that  

a. he is too lazy to help his mother.

b. he is almost, but not yet, a man.

c. he looks fierce, but is actually gentle.

d. he is very handsome.

The questions below are based on the following selection.

This excerpt is taken from the short story “Sophistication,” by Sherwood Anderson, from his collection

of stories about an average, Middle-American town, Winesburg, Ohio.

Pushing his way through the crowds in Main Street, young George Willard concealed himself in the stairway leading to Doctor Reefy’s office and looked at the people. With feverish eyes he watched the faces drifting past under the store lights. Thoughts kept coming into his head and he did not want to think. He stamped impatiently on the wooden steps and looked sharply about. “Well, is she going to stay with him all day? Have I done all this waiting for nothing?” he muttered.

George Willard, the Ohio village boy, was fast growing into manhood and new thoughts

had been coming into his mind. All that day, amid the jam of people at the Fair, he had gone about feeling lonely. He was about to leave Winesburg to go away to some city where he hoped to get work on a city newspaper and he felt grown up. The mood that had taken possession of him was a thing known to men and unknown to boys. He felt old and a little tired.  Memories awoke in him. To his mind his new sense of maturity set him apart, made of him a half-tragic figure. He wanted someone to understand the feeling that had taken possession of him after his mother’s death.

9.  Which of the following choices best sums up the probable theme of the story? 

a. Impatience will never get you anywhere.

b. Young people need someone to acknowledge that they have grown up.

c. Love conquers all difficulties.

d. Growing up leads to disillusionment.
10.  George’s main mood in this selection is 

a. sadness at the thought of his mother’s death.

b. frustration that his friend has not come.

c. anger at being confined by small town life.

d. impatience to express to someone his new feelings of maturity.

Critical Reading

The questions below are based on the following selection from Chapter IX of The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane.

The protagonist Henry Fleming, called “the youth” by the narrator, has left the sanctuary of the woods and is running toward the battlefield. He encounters the dead and the dying, the tattered soldier, and then Jim, the tall soldier who had befriended him.

“Jim–Jim—Jim——”

The tall soldier opened his lips and spoke. He made a gesture. “Leave me be—don’t tech me—leave me be—”

There was another silence while he waited.

Suddenly, his form stiffened and straightened. Then it was shaken by a prolonged ague. He stared into space. To the two watchers (Henry and the tattered soldier) there was a curious and profound dignity in the firm lines of his awful face.

He was invaded by a creeping strangeness that slowly enveloped him. For a moment the tremor of his legs caused him to dance a sort of hideous hornpipe. His arms beat wildly about his head in expression of imp-like enthusiasm.

His tall figure stretched itself to its full height. There was a slight rending sound. Then it began to swing forward, slow and straight, in the manner of a falling tree. A swift muscular contortion made the left shoulder strike the ground first.

The body seemed to bounce a little way from the earth. . . .

The youth had watched, spellbound, this ceremony at the place of meeting. His face had been twisted into an expression of every agony he had imagined for his friend.

He now sprang to his feet and, going closer, gazed upon the paste-like face. The mouth was open and the teeth showed in a laugh.  As the flap of the blue jacket fell away from the body, he could see that the side looked as if it had been chewed by wolves.

The youth turned, with sudden, livid rage, toward the battlefield. He shook his fist. . . .

The red sun was pasted in the sky like a wafer.

On the line, write the letter of the one best answer.

____ 11. From this excerpt, Henry’s first experience with the death of a friend, the reader

learns that Henry

a. wanted to run from this encounter with death.

b. held Jim’s hand while watching him die.

c. tried to protect the tattered soldier from watching Jim.

d. was in awe of and then enraged by Jim’s death.



____ 12. Which line from the excerpt points to the Naturalism of Crane’s novel?

a. To the two watchers there was a curious and profound dignity in the lines of his

awful face.

b. As the flap of the blue jacket fell away, he could see that the side looked as if it

had been chewed by wolves.

c. Then it began to swing forward, slow and straight, in the manner of a falling tree.

d. The red sun was pasted in the sky like a wafer.



____ 13. How does an image from nature echo what is going on in this passage?

a. It rains, showing Henry’s grief.

b. The sun shines, showing they will win the war.

c. The body bounces against the hard earth.

d. The red sun mirrors Henry’s hatred of war.


____ 14. Why does the author refer to his characters as “the tattered soldier,” “the tall soldier,”

and “the youth”?

a. to help the reader experience the characters as universal

b. to keep the reader from getting confused by the characters’ names

c. to stereotype the characters

d. to distance the reader from the characters




____ 15. If the following items were arranged in chronological order, which would be last?

a. The youth gazes upon the face of the tall soldier.

b. The tall soldier falls to the ground.

c. The tall soldier begins to speak.

d. The legs of the tall soldier begin to shake with a tremor.


Critical Reading

The questions below are based on the following selection.

This excerpt is taken from the short story “Sophistication,” by Sherwood Anderson, from his collection

of stories about an average, Middle-American town, Winesburg, Ohio.

Pushing his way through the crowds in Main Street, young George Willard concealed himself in the stairway leading to Doctor Reefy’s office and looked at the people. With feverish eyes he watched the faces drifting past under the store lights. Thoughts kept coming into his head and he did not want to think. He stamped impatiently on the wooden steps and looked sharply about. “Well, is she going to stay with him all day? Have I done all this waiting for nothing?” he muttered.  George Willard, the Ohio village boy, was fast growing into manhood and new thoughts had been coming into his mind. All that day, amid the jam of people at the Fair, he had gone about feeling lonely. He was about to leave Winesburg to go away to some city where he hoped to get work on a city newspaper and he felt grown up. The mood that had taken possession

of him was a thing known to men and unknown to boys. He felt old and a little tired.  Memories awoke in him. To his mind his new sense of maturity set him apart, made of him a half-tragic figure. He wanted someone to understand the feeling that had taken possession of him after his mother’s death.

____ 16. George is waiting for  

a. Doctor Reefy.

b. someone he has arranged to meet.

c. a woman he knows whom he hopes may pass by.

d. a couple he knows.

____ 17. Main Street is crowded because  

a. Winesburg is a bustling city.

b. there has been some kind of accident.

c. there is a fair in town.

d. everyone is waiting for the woman to appear.

____ 18. What conclusions can you draw about George Willard from the fact that “[t]houghts kept coming into his head and he did not want to think”? 

a. He is agitated.

b. He is not well-educated.

c. He is sad and angry at the same time.

d. He is bored.

____ 19. George’s main mood in this selection is  

a. sadness at the thought of his mother’s death.

b. frustration that his friend has not come.

c. anger at being confined by small town life.

d. impatience to express to someone his new feelings of maturity.

___ 20. George Willard is probably  

a. thirty years old. c. fourteen years old.

b. nineteen years old. d. thirty-five years old.

____ 21. Which of the following quotations is an example of indirect characterization?

I. “George Willard, the Ohio village boy, was fast growing into manhood.”

II. “. . . he had gone about feeling lonely.”

III. “To his mind, his new sense of maturity . . . made of him a half-tragic figure.”

IV. “He felt old and a little tired.”

a. I c. II, IV

b II, III, IV d. none

____ 22. How should we interpret this remark?  

To his mind, his new sense of maturity set him apart, made of him a half-tragic figure.

a. The death of George’s mother caused him to grow up quickly.

b. George has a new, more adult outlook, but he is still full of youthful

self-importance.

c. The difficulties of George’s situation have made him disillusioned and cynical.

d. George is a self-indulgent teenager who thinks he is an adult.

____ 23. Given what you have learned in the excerpt, which of the following choices is the

best prediction of what will happen next in the story?  

a. George will meet up with the woman for whom he has been waiting.

b. George will accost Doctor Reefy and demand that he release the woman.

c. George will become a very successful newspaper reporter in the city.

d. George will have a conversation with his father.

____ 24. Which of the following pairs of quotations probably gives the best clue to the story’s theme?  

a. “He stamped impatiently. . . .”/ “He was about to leave Winesburg to go away to

some city. . . .”

b. “. . . he had gone about feeling lonely.”/ “He was about to leave Winesburg to go

away to some city. . . .”

c. “To his mind his new sense of maturity set him apart. . . .”/ “. . . he hoped to get

work on a city newspaper. . . .”

d. “To his mind his new sense of maturity set him apart. . . .”/ “He wanted someone

to understand the feeling that had taken possession of him. . . .”

____ 25. Which of the following choices best sums up the probable theme of the story?

a. Impatience will never get you anywhere.  

b. Young people need someone to acknowledge that they have grown up.

c. Love conquers all difficulties.

d. Growing up leads to disillusionment.

Critical Reading

The questions below are based on the following selection.

In this excerpt from The Wonders of the Invisible World, Cotton Mather reports on the testimony of Martha Carrier at the Salem witchcraft trials in August 1692. Mather viewed the outbreak of witchcraft as a last-ditch effort by the devil to reclaim the souls of those who had once written their names in his book. Mather used Roman numerals to separate sections of testimony.

III. Benjamin Abbot gave his testimony that last March was a twelvemonth this Carrier was very angry with him upon laying out some land near her husband’s. Her expressions in this anger were that she would stick as close to Abbot as the bark stuck to the tree, and that he should repent of it afore seven years came to an end, so as Doctor Prescot should never cure him. These words were heard by others besides Abbot himself, who also heard her say she would hold his nose as close to the grindstone as ever it was held since his name was Abbot.  Presently after this, he was taken with a swelling in his foot, and then with a pain in his side, and exceedingly tormented. It bred into a sore, which was lanced by Doctor Prescot, and several gallons of corruption ran out of it. For six weeks it continued very bad, and then another sore bred in the groin, which was also lanced by Doctor Prescot. Another sore then bred in his groin, which was likewise cut, and put him to very great misery. He was brought unto death’s door and so remained until Carrier was taken and carried away by the constable, from which very day he began to mend and so grew better every day and is well ever since.  Sarah Abbot also, his wife, testified that her husband was not only all this while afflicted in his body, but also that strange, extraordinary, and unaccountable calamities befell his cattle, their death being such as they could guess at no natural reason for.

IV. Allin Toothaker testified that Richard, the son of Martha Carrier, having some difference with

him, pulled him down by the hair of the head. When he rose again he was going to strike at

Richard Carrier but fell down flat on his back to the ground and had not power to stir hand or foot

until he told Carrier he yielded, and then he saw the shape of Martha Carrier go off his breast.

On the line, write the letter of the one best answer.

____ 26. Which one of the following is not a good paraphrase of the second paragraph?

a. Sarah Abbot testifies that her husband’s cattle were stricken with weird ailments.

b. Sarah Abbot testifies about her husband’s cattle.

c. Abbot’s wife swears that livestock fell ill and died for no apparent reason.

d. Abbot’s cattle suffer unexplainable sickness, according to his wife.

____ 27. Benjamin Abbot claims that Martha Carrier cast a spell on him

a. after moving away.

b. after he had worked some land near her husband’s.

c. before he developed a bad cough.

d. when he testified against her. 

____ 28. According to Abbot’s testimony, how long was Carrier angry with him?

a. one year        
c. three weeks

b. eight months 
d. over a year

____ 29. Which one of the following elements is not characteristic of the Puritan Plain Style?

a. metaphors            c. short words

b. direct statements d. references to everyday objects

 (to 1750)

____ 30. In describing the curse that he says Carrier placed on him, Abbot lists all but which

of the following symptoms?

a. headache

b. swelling in the foot

c. pain in the side

d. sores

____ 31. Abbot’s symptoms did not disappear until

a. Dr. Prescot lanced the sores.

b. Abbot took pills prescribed by Dr. Prescot.

c. Martha Carrier was arrested.

d. Abbot applied ointment to the sores.

____ 32. What detail in Abbot’s description of his physical ailments is clearly exaggerated?

a. a swelling in his foot

b. another sore bred in the groin

c. a pain in his side

d. a sore excreting “several gallons of corruption”

____ 33. The Puritans believed that poetry

a. was the work of the devil.

b. was the only appropriate outlet for emotions.

c. should serve God by clearly expressing only useful or religious ideas.

d. should celebrate the beauty of the natural world. 

____ 34. Using context clues can help you determine that the word expressions in the selection’s

second sentence means _____.

a. facial movements

b. words

c. emotions

d. greetings

____ 35. Which one of the following is not an accurate interpretation of the selection’s final

sentence?

a. Martha Carrier was involved in her son’s attack on Allin Toothaker.

b. Martha and Richard Carrier are often mistaken for one another.

c. Martha Carrier helped her son immobilize Allin Toothaker.

d. Richard Carrier benefited from his mother’s supernatural powers when he assaulted

Allin Toothaker. 

Multiple Choice
Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
TELL me not, in mournful numbers, 
        Life is but an empty dream ! — 
    For the soul is dead that slumbers, 
        And things are not what they seem. 

    Life is real !   Life is earnest! 
        And the grave is not its goal ; 
    Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
        Was not spoken of the soul. 

    Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 
        Is our destined end or way ; 
    But to act, that each to-morrow 
        Find us farther than to-day. 

    Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 
        And our hearts, though stout and brave, 
    Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
        Funeral marches to the grave. 

    In the world's broad field of battle, 
        In the bivouac of Life, 
    Be not like dumb, driven cattle ! 
        Be a hero in the strife ! 

    Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant ! 
        Let the dead Past bury its dead ! 
    Act,— act in the living Present ! 
        Heart within, and God o'erhead ! 

    Lives of great men all remind us 
        We can make our lives sublime, 
    And, departing, leave behind us 
        Footprints on the sands of time ; 

    Footprints, that perhaps another, 
        Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
    A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
        Seeing, shall take heart again. 

    Let us, then, be up and doing, 
        With a heart for any fate ; 
    Still achieving, still pursuing, 
        Learn to labor and to wait.
____
36.
Which of these statements is a central message of “A Psalm of Life”?

	a.
	Life is the first step in a long journey.
	c.
	Life is but an empty dream.

	b.
	Life is not worth living without love.
	d.
	People can inspire other people’s lives.

	
	
	
	


____
37.
“A Psalm of Life” urges people to

	a.
	Sleep.
	c.
	march to the same tune.

	b.
	act.
	d.
	mourn.


____
38.
Which word best describes the attitude toward life expressed in “A Psalm of Life”?

	a.
	Accepting
	c.
	cynical

	b.
	Depressed
	d.
	optimistic


____
39.
What do these lines from “A Psalm of Life” imply?

Dust thou art, to dust returnest, / Was not spoken of the soul.

	a.
	The dead become the soil in which new life grows.

	b.
	It is a mistake to say “Dust thou art, to dust returnest” at a funeral.

	c.
	At a funeral, not a soul is present who doesn’t respect the solemn occasion.

	d.
	The soul lives on, even though the body dies.


____
40.
The four-line stanzas in “A Psalm of Life” are called ____.

	a.
	Couplets
	c.
	quatrains

	b.
	quadruplets
	d.
	cinquains


____
41.
In “A Psalm of Life,” what broader meaning does the image of the “footprints on the sands of time” most likely represent?
	a.
	a long, hot walk

	b.
	Deeds done while alive

	c.
	sins of our ancestors

	d.
	human efforts to stop the passage of time


____
42.
What broader meaning might the image of the “shipwrecked brother” in “A Psalm of Life” represent?
	a.
	any human being in difficulty

	b.
	a sibling who needs your help

	c.
	a sailor whose ship has been severely damaged

	d.
	Poets of the world




____
43.
In “A Psalm of Life,” what broader meaning in the context of life’s journey might be conveyed by this stanza?
In the world’s broad field of battle,

In the bivouac of Life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!

Be a hero in the strife!

	a.
	There is strength in numbers.

	b.
	Because life is a painful but temporary struggle, heroes welcome the peace of eternity.

	c.
	People should display some individualism in their lives.

	d.
	To the victor belong the spoils, or benefits, of any battle.


____
44.
“A Psalm of Life” stresses the idea that

	a.
	life is very short.
	c.
	anyone can be a hero.

	b.
	everyone experiences death.
	d.
	experience is all important.


Vocabulary and Grammar
____
45.
In “A Psalm of Life,” what does the phrase “the bivouac of Life” mean?

	a.
	a temporary state of existence
	c.
	a sturdy, well-built house

	b.
	a loud and boisterous party
	d.
	a war-torn country


ANSWERS

1. B

2. B



3.  C

4.  D
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