Barton
“Getting Ready for Real Life”
It is my sincerest of hopes that all of you who took my class this year are intending on both going to and earning a degree in college.  There are so many options out there, and the way the world works today, you are going to need a degree to really get ahead as adults.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Below, you will find some information that is useful when it comes to the advent of searching and deciding upon an institution of higher learning.  The first two links are to an article and website that have good information about things to think about as you begin your search.  College Board is a great service to help you with this process.  Read the article and then spend some time using the College Board website to search around.

https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/2009/12/30/10-tips-for-starting-your-college-search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

https://student.collegeboard.org/student-search-service

The next two articles are interesting reads in the fact that they give you some no-nonsense ideas about the transition you are about to make from high school to college.  The ideas that are detailed in these articles are things that, when taken seriously, could help you in your transition from high school to college.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/11/high-school-vs-college_n_4073178.html

http://college.usatoday.com/2012/08/06/8-differences-between-high-school-and-college/

Lastly, there are actually quite a few things that you are going to have to do when you begin the process of applying to colleges.  The following link is a fairly detailed checklist of the things that you may need to be doing/gathering as you being this process.

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/college-application-checklist

I hope that you find some of this useful.  Have a great day and good luck on your finals.
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