AP Essay Rubric

	
	
	Grade

	9
	A superior paper that combines adherence to the topic with superior organization, content, and incite; excellent organization; sound mechanics; effective imagination and sophisticated reasoning; excellent diction and vocabulary; masterly, sophisticated, complex

	95-100

	8
	Excellent thesis; excellent evidence, examples, or proof; effective organization; a few mechanical flaws; somewhat effective imagination and somewhat effective reasoning; good diction and vocabulary; a somewhat convincing answer; specific, consistent, well-supported
	90-94

	7
	Intelligent though less convincing thesis; effective evidence, examples, or proof; adequate mechanics; some flaws in transition or thoroughness; a “safe,” well-done paper; good; tremendous potential

	85-89

	6
	Good, safe thesis; completely adequate response; some evidence, examples, proof; fewer and less effective transitions and connections of thought; a few mechanical flaws; a good answer, but only cursory in its examination of the topic

	80-84

	5
	Adequate yet general thesis; predictable and general; unconvincing examples, evidence, proof; general analysis or summary; a few commendable observations, but without solid conclusions; rudimentary diction

	75-79

	4
	Vague thesis; few examples; superficial analysis – lots of summary; reads like a report rather than an essay; a few unconvincing or inappropriate examples; immature syntax, vocabulary, and structure; opens the door, but doesn’t go in

	70-74

	3
	Unclear, hidden, or nonexistent thesis; rambling generalizations; immature syntax and vocabulary; distracting pattern of mechanical errors; poor use of text (misreading); too much plot summary

	60-69

	2
	Poorly constructed or nonexistent thesis; rambling observations that do not address the topic; immature syntax, vocabulary, and structure; misguided, vacuous observations and conclusions; consistently poor mechanics

	50-59

	1
	Lack of effort; no thesis; passing reference to topic; inappropriate or nonexistent examples; brief and undeveloped; misguided, empty observations; poor syntax, vocabulary, and structure

	40-49


