AP English 3 -- Reading Journals

The idea of a “Reading Journal” is not new.  In fact, if you did the reading that was assigned last week, you know that many of our best and most lauded authors also keep (or kept) journals.

Beginning this semester, you will be keeping a reading journal (so to speak) – responding to questions and writing your thoughts after reading.
From this point forward, whenever reading is assigned, you will have a corresponding journal assignment to write.

When reading for HOMEWORK, your journal response will be due the next day at the beginning of class for discussion purposes.

When reading for CLASSWORK, your journal response will be due at the end of the class period for discussion purposes.

Journal responses ask you to engage in some way (who, what, when, where, why…) with the material that you have been asked to read.  IT IS NOT SUMMARY.  I will not judge your response in terms of RIGHT or WRONG (though your response should be related to the provided prompt).  I simply want your honest reactions to the items you have read.

These will be randomly taken up for a daily grade, so it is your best interest to take care of them in a timely manner.  Journal grades will be determined as follows:

	Grade
	Explanation

	(+

20-16
	· responses are complete and thorough
· responses exhibit sophisticated style
· responses are grammatically and mechanically correct

	(
15-11
	· responses are adequate and effective
· responses exhibit appropriate style
· responses contain minor flaws in grammar and mechanics

	(-

10-6
	· responses are inadequate or ineffective
· responses exhibit poor style
· responses contain major flaws in grammar and mechanics

	(
5-0
	· responses are incomplete
· responses are nonexistent
· responses contain a comma splice, fragment, or run-on*


